
Panel Rejects Claim 
FBI Killed Dr, King 


nnuiunuiun V'' r ; — in'- uuuac ^iaisiuauuub 

Committee reported today that it had found no evidence 
to support a charge that a squad of off-duty FBI agents 
assassinated the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 

And Walter Fauntroy, the delegate ‘in the House 
from the District of Columbia, and a member of the 
committee, denounced lawyer Mark Lanb as a spiteful 
“consummate pitchman.” 

Fauntroy denied Lane’s allegation that Fauntroy 
had said the panel had evidence that King had been 
murdered by an FIJI assassination squad. U.N. Ambas- 
sador Andrew Young was called before tfie committee 
as a surprise witness to testify that Fauntroy had not 
told him of an alleged FBI assassination squad as Lane 
charges. 1 

As the panel today began a four-day public inquiry 
on allegations against the FBI, chief counsel G. Robfcrt 
Blakey said, “The committee found no evidence of di- 
rect FBI involvement” in King’s murder. * 1 

But Blakey said the lieu rings would deal with ques- 
tions of “possible indirect involvement.” Ht said these 
included questions of whether the FBI’s admitted 
campaign to harass and discredit King as a civil rights 
leader resulted in King’s presence in Mepiphis, where 
he was assassinated on April 4. 1968. 

Fauntroy in his remarks denounced Lane as “a man 
who thrives on publicity, good or bad.” 

“Mr. Lane’s repealed attempts to spitefully use the 
death of Dr. King and to spitefully use those who were 
associated with him in liie for his own purposes require 
_ that I remain silent no more,” Fauntroy said. 

Lane has written books on the murders of both Dr. 
King and President .John F. Kennedy. And Lane has 
appeared before the House committee On behalf of 
James Fail Ray, who pleaded guilty to. King’s murder 
but subsequently recanted the confession. , 

Fauntroy said l ane had turned over to the commit- 
tee an affidavit by Daniel Ellsberg, the man who made 
the Pentagon Papeis public, quoting an aide to Ambas- 
sador Young as saying Fauntroy had told the ambassa- 
dor of the FBI assassination squad. The committee then 
called Young, who denied the report. 

The committee called also Brody Tysoiij the aide to 
' Young, ami Tyson testified that he had told Ellsberg 
only that the FBI assassination squad was his own “pet | 
theory.” . 4 i , 

The House committee has Investigated aileast three 
allegations that the FBI itself wan Involved hi conspira- ■ 
cies to assassinate King. One that Lane incftided in his 1 
book “Code Name Zono” is that the FBI maneuvered \ 
King into the Lot mine Motel so he could be Jssassinat- \ 
edthne. 1 

' Liue’n theory rests on the I BI’s admission that it 
h led t * plant n frl*.r m/w.s stoiy licensing K jj'g of stay- 
ing in !>,o while owned Holiday Inn in Mi jjiphis and 
avciiii;-,; il*e l l.'i k mvi'i.d I.onuiut! Motel. [ 

llov ••'.vi , il -se is i o pmuf the false ne '.vs:; lory was 
publisl • 't, and Mum r a. uciah..: of King say he always 
stayed at 1 1,»? Loirnit.e Motel when he was m^lemphis, 

• so ho could not have b on maneuvered th&e by any 
. such report. ,• »i . 

The committee has hwestfij U‘d al:o aHi-gj'lions by a 
I^uisviilc, Ky., m.-o tied 1 PI a gv sis iii- d litre hi a 
to kill Lnig and f) / ,» M. uid nun th t lie oyiri.caid a 
a conversation about un FBI plot to kill King, •" 




